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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE PRODUCTIVITY OF
MODERN SOFTWARE SWITCHES

In recent years, Network Function Virtualization (NFV) has become increasingly popular as a
way to replace proprietary hardware appliances with Virtual Network Functions (VNFs)
implemented in software. To effectively route traffic between VNFs and physical Network Interface
Cards (NICs), it is essential to compare the performance of different software switch designs and
architectures. This paper proposes a comprehensive methodology for this comparison, exploring the
design spaces of four state-of-the-art software switches and evaluating their performance under four
representative test scenarios.

3BUYANHUI KOMYTaTOp — II€ NPUCTPIH, TKUM T03BOJISIE 3'€JHYBATH MEPEKEBI
IPUCTPOI 1 BIANPABIATH MepexeBuil Tpadik Ha noTpiOHI moptu. IIporpamsi
KOMyTaTopu OyayroThcsi Ha 0a3l mporpamHOro 3a0e3ledeHHs, SKE J03BOJIAE
NEPEeTBOPUTH 3BUYANHUI cepBep B KomyTaTop. BOHM mpaLiolOTh Ha OCHOBI
BIIKPUTUX TPOTOKOJIIB MEPEXKI, IO J03BOJISE iM TMpalioBaTh 3 PI3HOMaHITHUM
oOnaHaHHAM Ta MNpOrpaMHUM 3a0e3nedeHHsAM. lIporpamHuii kKoMyTaTop Mae
creniaigbHl IpailBepH, Kl T03BOJSIOTh HOMY MPALIOBATH 3 (PI3MMHUMH MEPEKEBUMU
iHTepdeicaMu, a TaKoK MporpaMHe 3ade3neyueHHs, o 3ade3neuye 00pooKy Tpadiky
Ta TMepegadyy Moro mo Mepexi. Bcl i eleMeHTH J03BOJISIOTH MPOTPAMHOMY
KOMYTaTropy TMpamoBaTd SK 3BUYAWHUN KOMYTaTop, aje 3 JI0JaTKOBUMHU
MO>KJIMBOCTSIMH KOH(ITYpaIlii Ta MOHITOPUHTY POOOTH Mepexi [1].

PosrnsiHeMo Ta TOpIBHSAEMO 4YOTHpPU mporpamHux kKomytaropa: FastClick,
OVS-DPDK, Snabb ta VPP. [lopiBHtoBamucs came 11i KOMyTaTOpH, OCKUIBKH BOHU €
MpEICTaBHUKAMH PI3HUX MMIIXOJIB J0 MPOCKTYBaHHS BIPTyaJIbHUX KOMYTATOPIB, SIKi
BUKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS B 00JaCTl BipTyauizanii Mepexi. L{i komyTaTopu € nonyisipHUMH
Ta MUPOKO BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS Y BIpTyaTi30BaHUX cepeoBuInax [2].

Kpim TOro, KOXKEH 3 IIuX KOMYTaTOpIB Ma€ CBOI OCOOJIMBOCTI Ta IMEpeBaru B
NEBHUX CIEHapisiX BUKOpUCTaHHA. [IOpIBHSHHS LHMX KOMYTAaTOpiB J03BOJIE
3pO3yMITH, Kl MIAXOAM IO NPOEKTYBAHHS BIPTYaJbHUX KOMYTATOpIB € OLIbII
e(EeKTUBHUMHU B PI3HUX CLEHAPISX BUKOPUCTAHHS Ta JI03BOJISIE€ 3HAWTH HAOUIbII
OIAXOASIIMNA  KOMYTaTop JUIsi KOHKPETHOrOo BHUKOpHUCTaHHS. PosrmsHemo ix
0COOJIMBOCTI JIETaJIbHIIIE:

FastClick - me mporpamuuii KOMyTaTop, SKHi 103BOJISIE BHKOPHUCTOBYBATH
MOBY mporpamyBaHHsi C++ 1isi CTBOpPEHHS MPaBHII OOPOOKH MEpPEkeBOro Tpadiky
SKUW TpaIioe Ha PiBHI sApa OMEpaliiHOi CUCTEMH Ta HaJa€ MOKIUBICTD
nporpaMyBaTH MaplIpyTH3aliio, (QiipTpaiiro Ta oOpoOKy MakeTiB 3a JOTOMOTOI0



cnemiaabHoi MOBU mporpamyBaHHsA. OcHoBHa mepeBara FastClick momnsrae B iforo
THYYKOCTI Ta MporpaMoBaHocTi. Po3pobiieHuii sik mnpoekt MaccadyceTchKoro
TEXHOJIOT1YHOTO 1HCTUTYTY skuii Mmae Ha3By Click Modular Router Project OyB
CIIOYATKy pO3pOOJCHUN I TMOOYJOBH CIICIiadi30BaHUX MapIIPyTH3aTOPIB Ta
KOMYTaTOpIB, ajie¢ B MOAAIbIIOMY OYB aAanTOBaHUM JUIsi BUKOPUCTAHHS B XMapHHUX
cepenopumax [3].

OVS-DPDK - ne mnporpamumii xomyrarop Ha 6a3i Open vSwitch, sikwuii
BukopuctoBye Data Plane Development Kit (DPDK) ans mpuckopenHs oOpoOku
mepexkeBoro Tpadiky. OVS-DPDK BUKOPHCTOBYE pPO3MOIIICHY apXiTEKTypy, fKa
JI03BOJISIE BUKOHYBaTH (YHKIIT KOMyTaropa Ha pIiBHI JOAATKY, IO JIO3BOJISE
3a0e3neyyBaTi BUCOKY MPOMYCKHY 37aTHICTh Ta HU3bKY 3aTpUMKy. Po3poOnenuii
VMware Ta Linux Foundation crnemianbHO UIi BUKOPHCTaHHS Y BipTyasli30BaHUX
CEpeIOBHUIIA 1 MA€ BUCOKY MPOYKTUBHICTb 3aB/SIKM BUKOPUCTAHHIO TeXHOJIOT1i Data
Plane Development Kit (DPDK) [4].
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Puc.1 Kommyrarop OVS-DPDK.

Snabb - e mporpamumii KOMyTaTOp, KM OYB PO3POOJICHUH CIEIiabHO IS
BUKOPHCTaHHS B BHMOIJIMBHX 3aCTOCYHKax MepexeBoi BipTyamizamii. Snabb
MPOIMOHYE BIAKPUTY apXiTEKTypy IS pO3poOKH JOJATKIB Ta MOXKJIUBICTh
BUKOPUCTAaHHS MOB TporpamyBanHs, Takux sk C Ta Lua. YV mopiBHAHHI 3 IHIIUMUA
KOMyTaTOpaMu y IbOMY JOCIIIKEHH1, Snabb mMae HallHIKYY 3aTPUMKY, 1110 POOUTH
HOT0 BIIMIHUM BHOOPOM JIJIs1 3aCTOCYBaHb 3 BUMOTAaMH JI0 HU3BKO1 3aTpuMkH. OJIHAK,
Snabb mae menmry mpomyckHy 3natHicTh nopiBHsHO 3 OVS-DPDK. Po3po6iiena
n00poBoJbLSIME 13 Snabb Community BiH OyB po3po0JieHU 3 METOI0 3a0€3MeUeHHS
BHCOKOTPOAYKTUBHOTO MEPEKEBOTO 3’ €IHAHHSA BipTyaJIbHUX MAIllMH, aJie MOXKe OyTH
3aCTOCOBAHE JJIs peaizallii pi3HuX MepexeBux QyHKin [5, 7].

VPP - BUKOPHUCTOBYE BIIKPHUTY apXITEKTypy Ta MPOIMOHYE MOKJIUBOCTI IS
HaJalTyBaHHS Ta ONTUMI3alii 00poOku mepexeBoro Tpadiky. VPP mae myxke
BHCOKY IMPOIYCKHY 3/1aTHICTh Ta HU3bKY 3aTpUMKy. OJHaK, B MOPIBHSAHHI 3 1HIIUMHU
KOMYTaTopaMu y oMy AociimkenHi, VPP Bumarae 6inbiie pecypciB ayis oOpoOku
MepexeBoro Tpadiky. Po3pobnenuii komnaniero Linux foundation backed na ocHOBI



texHonorii Vector Packet Processing. 1106 3a6e3neunth mMacmtaboBaHICTh MEPEX,
VPP 3uyutye HaWOUIBIINNA JOCTYITHUM CEKTOp IMAaKeTIB Ha PiBHI MEPEKEBOTO BBOJY-
BUBOJy. 3aMICTh TOTO, 1100 OOpOOJISITH KOKEH MAaKeT OKPeMO MO BCboMy rpady 3
KiJIbkoMma By3iamu, VPP BuOupae Bech BEKTOp MAKETIB 1 MPOIITOBXYE iX Yepe3 By30I1
rpady, Tepml HDK MEeperTH 10 HacTynmHoro Byszia. [loTiM Kem iHCTPYKIiM
aJanTyeThCs 10 TPOLECY, a MaKeTH, 110 3aJTUIIIIUCS, 00pOOISIOTHCS 1€ IIBUALIE
3aBJISIKM paHille BABYCHUM THCTPYKIIISIM 3 MEPIIOr0 BEKTOPHOTO MaKeTa.

Koxen 3 mporpaMHMX KOMYTaTOpiB Ma€ CBOi IepeBard Ta HEIOJIKA B
3aJIe)KHOCTI Bl KOHKPETHOTO 3acTocyBaHHs. Hampukmas, Ko BaKJIMBO JOCATHYTH
MaKCHMaJbHOI TMPOIMYCKHOI 3JaTHOCTI Ta MIHIMAIbHOI 3aTPUMKH, TO BapTo
BukopuctoByBaT OVS-DPDK a6o VPP [6, 8]. fAxmio >k HeoOXigHa OiIbII THydYKa
KOH(Iirypamiss Ta HalalTyBaHHA, TO MokHa BukopuctoByBatu Click a6o Snabb.
Kpim Toro, Bubip mporpaMHOro KOMYTaTOpa MOXE 3aJIeaTH Bl XapaKTEPUCTHUK
O0YMCITIOBAJILHUX PECYPCIB Ta MEPEKEBOrO 00J1aAHAHHS, 1110 BUKOPUCTOBYETHCS.

Koxen komyTtatop, 10 peajizoBaHMil B MporpamMHOMY 3a0e3nedyeHHi, ado
npuctpiit s rectyBanus (DUT), oiiHIOeThCS 32 2 pi3HUMU TECTOBUMU CLICHAPISIMH:
¢b3uunnii NIC no ¢izuunoro NIC (p2p), VNF no VNF (v2v) gk uUTiocTpoBaHO Ha
puc. 2. [ToToku maHux 2 ciieHapiiB MOSICHIOIOTHCSI HACTYITHUM YHHOM:

(p2p) ¢izuunuit 10 GI3UYHOTO: Y LBOMY CIEHapii MakeTH HAAXOMSITh yepe3
b13uunnit NIC, orpuMye NpuUCTpiil JUIsl TECTyBaHHS Ta MEPECUIIAIOTHCA Yepe3 1HIINUN
NIC. BuMiproBaHHsI POBOAATHCS Ha JIKEpenl Ta NpuiiMadl MOTOKY MaKeTiB, M03a
IPUCTPOEM i TecTyBaHHA. Lle Halimpocrimmii TecroBuid cuenapid 6e3 VNF, mo
MpaloloTh Y BIPTYyaJIbHOMY CEpENIOBHINI, 1 Hajae 0a30B1 pe3ysibTaTH IS BCIX
IPOrpaMHUX KOMYTaTOPIB.

(v2v) virtual-to-virtual: ¥ Bunanky v2v makeTH reHepyroThes JkepeaomM VNF
Ta BBOJATHCSA B MPUCTPiN AJsl TecTyBaHHs. [10TiM BiH mepecuiae makeTu y npuiimad
VNF nns BumiproBanus. Lleit cuienapiii j1eMoHCTpye €PEeKTUBHICTh PUCTPOIB 1010
nepecwitanns Tpadiky mixk VNF.

p2p — v2v
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Puc.2: Pe3ynpTaTi TECTIB MPOMYCKHOT 3JaTHOCTI JIJIst BCIX CIieHapiiB. BipTyanpHa mammHa
TI03BOJISIE MAKCUMYM HajicunaTtu 14,9 MiIH nakeTiB Ha CEKyHAY JUIs TaKeTiB po3mipom 64 b.



PesyabTaTtu pociaimxennsi. Ha puc. 2 mokazaHa OJHOCTOPOHHS IMPOITyCKHA
3JIaTHICTh PO3TJSTHYTHX MPOrPAMHUX KOMYTATOPIB y CIIEHAPISIX, OMUCAHUX BHILE. SK
MU MOXEMO TOOaYUTH, >KOJEH MPOrpaMHUN KOMYTaTop HE TMepeBaxkae B
pO3MIISIHYTUX clieHapisix. Hanmpukiaa Snabb BUSBIsS€ThCS KpaliuMm y cleHapii v2v,
OCKUJIbKH Horo peaimizaiisi vhost-user € OuIbIl €()eKTUBHOIO JJIS JIOCTABKU TaKEeTIB
MDK BIpTyaJIbHUMHU MalllMHAMHU.

Ha ocHOBI pe3ynbTaTiB JOCTIKEHHS MOKHA 3pOOMTH BHCHOBOK, 1o Snabb
Ma€ HaWKpalry MpPOAyKTUBHICTh Cepell YCIX MpOrpaMHUX KOMYTAaTOpiB AJist
BipTyamizauii ¢yHkiii mepexi. [IpoTe, BpaxoBYIOYM BaXKJIMBICTh 3aTPUMKH JIs
nesikux ponatkiB, OVS-DPDK moxe OyTtu kpammm BUOOPOM BUIIAJKY KOJU OyIyTh
PO3TISAATUCA MEPEXi 13 PIBUYHUMHU Ta BIpTyalni30BaHUMH (YHKIIISIMU Mepexi. Kpim
TOTO, BXJIMBO BPaxOBYBaTH po3Mip OydepiB A ONTUMAIBHOL MPOTYKTUBHOCTI.

Pi3Hl migxoau [0 MNpPOEKTYBaHHS BIPTyaJbHUX KOMYTAaTOPIB JI03BOJISIIOTH
BUPILIYBATH Pi3HI 3aBIaHHSA B 00sacTi BipTyamisaiii mepexi. Hanpukman, FastClick
MOKe€ OyTH KOPHCHMM JUJIsi HaJIaroJKEHHsSI TECTOBUX cepeaoBul], Toal sik OVS-
DPDK Moxe 3a6e3me4uTd BHCOKY MPOIYCKHY 3JaTHICTh IJIsi OOpOOKH BEIUKOI
KUlbkocTi  Tpadiky. Snabb Moxke OyTH KOPUCHUM JJii BHUKOPHCTAaHHS B
TEJCKOMYHIKallIMHUX Mepexax, Toal sk VPP moxe Oyt KopucCHUM JUis
BUKOPHCTAHHS B XMapHUX CEPEIOBUIIAX Ta MEpekKax IHTEPHETY peUeH.

Jlireparypa

1. H. Song, X. Zuo, and L. Liu, "A Comprehensive Survey on Software-Defined Networking,"
Journal of Network and Computer Applications, vol. 135, pp. 23-35, 2019.

2. N. K. Yadav, P. Patil, R. Poddar, and R. Buyya, "Performance Benchmarking of State-of-the-Art

Software Switches for NFV," IEEE Access, vol. 8, pp. 37374-37390, 2020.

. The Click Modular Router https://github.com/kohler/click

. Open vSwitch Project, "Open vSwitch," [Online]. Available: http://www.openvswitch.org.

. Snabb https://github.com/snabbco/snabb

. "Performance Comparison of OVS and VPP on High-Performance Networking" by Hyunwoo

Nam, Eunji Lee, Sangwon Hyun, and Taesoo Kwon, published in the IEEE Access Journal in
2019.

7. Pomanos O.I., Ceun 1.B., Kopuienko H.I., PomanoB A.O. YnpapmiHHS ONTHYHOK MEPEKEIO
kouTposiepom SDN  wa 06a3i  ONOS//Pamiorexnika, Ne 210,2022, C.188-196,
DOI:10.30837/rt.2022.3.210.16

8. Romanov, O., Nesterenko, M., Mankivskyi, V., Zhuk, O. Principles of Building Modular Control
Plane in Software-Defined Network//Lecture Notes in Networks and Systems, 2023, 548, pp.
333-355, DOI: 10.1007/978-3-031-16368-5_17
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-16368-5 17

[o2 3N &) B~ OV}


https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57197188333
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57200283656
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57216484463
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57226483267
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85144985139&origin=resultslist&sort=plf-f
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85144985139&origin=resultslist&sort=plf-f
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100901469?origin=resultslist
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-16368-5_17

